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SUBJECT.  Operational  Report  -  Listons  Learned,  Hi  adqua  r  t‘  '  s  223d  Aviation 
Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  October  1969  (U) 
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l.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  a  ntdan;e 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15  Evaluations  and  ormctive  attiins  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Bra^h,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  Letter 


2  Information  contained  in  this  repo-t  is  provided  n  insj.(  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  cum  ■'t  operations  end 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material 
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1 ,  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities. 

a,  (U)  Goner  alt  This  report  covers  the  period  1  August  1%9  through 
31  October  1969,  and  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  AR  525-15  and  USARV 
Regulation  525-15.  The  report  includes  the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Company  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  18th  Aviation  Company  (Utility 
Airplane),  163d  Medical  Dotachment,  183d  Aviation  Company  (Utilitity  Air¬ 
plane),  185th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane),  203d  Aviation  Company 
(Utility  Airplane),  219th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane),  and  the 
225th  Aviation  Company  (Surveillance  Airplane). 

b,  (C)  Personnel. 

(1)  Infusion  Program:  There  have  been  no  significant  problem  areas  in 
the  infusion  program  during  this  quirt or.  The  large  number  of  automatic 
curtailments  during  the  quarter  did  not  cause  any  significant  turmoil.  This 
headquarters  has  been  able  to  resolve  conflicts  internally,  without  recourse 
to  outside  assistance.  The  present  outlook  indicates  that  our  major  problem 
will  be  with  the  163d  Medical  Detachment,  which  will  lose  all  of  itB  person¬ 
nel  in  January.  Ho  programmed  replacements  are  available.  Outside 
assistance  will  most  likely  bo  required  to  alleviate  this  problem,  Intornal 
adjustments  aro  planned  and  will  bo  accomplished  to  solvo  other  problem 
areas.  Experience  on  extensions  of  overseas  tours  indicatos  that  these 
should  prevent  any  future  problem  areas  without  resorting  to  reassignment 
action,  providing  the  flow  of  replacements  continues, 

(2)  Replacements: 

(a)  Enlisted  replacements  were  satisfactory  during  the  first  third  of 
tiie  quarter,  but  deteriorated  in  the  latter  part  of  the  quarter.  This  was 
due  to  receiving  personnel  in  excess  MOS's  and  not  in  the  MOS's  needed, 
particularly  those  in  the  administrative  area.  A  recent  change  to  AR  611- 
201  further  restricts  the  utilization  and  classification  of  individuals  in 

F  CR  OF  U7 

L  nc 1 osure 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
DOD  DIR  5200.10 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBACB-DE  5  November  1969 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

the  personnel  specialist  and  company  clerk  fields.  Current  directives  pre¬ 
clude  the  award  of  the  MOS  without  school  training  and/or  correspondence 
lessons.  This  prohibits  the  use  of  OJT  for  personnel  specialist  poaitions. 
Personnel  are  placed  in  needed  positions  in  OJT  status  when  possible  and 
not  in  contravention  of  AR  600-200  qr  DA  Circular  611-4,  Rehabilitative 
measures  are  taken  with  individual  replacements  who  lack  motivation  or  have 
limited  capability  to  perform  their • assigned  MOS,  Major  shortages  are  in 
the  following  areas:  MOS  70A10  (Anth  17,  Assg  2),  71B20  (Airth  9,  Aasg  3), 
71T20  (Auth  10,  Assg  5),  and  91B20  (Auth  7,  Aasg  4),  Buring  this  quarter 
136  enlisted  replacements  were  roceivod,  leaving  the  battalion  at  96/6  of 
its  enlisted  strength  at  the  end  of  the  quarter, 

(b)  The  quality  of  officer  replacement  personnel  has  been  satisfactory. 
Fifty-four  percent  of  the  aviator  replacements  arrived  directly  out  of 
flight  school  with  minimum  aviation  experience.  However,  shortages  of 
commissioned  officers  and  aviators  are  becoming  critical,  A  total  of  30 
commissioned  officers  and  7  warrant  officers  were  received  during  the 
quarter,  leaving  the  battalion  at  the  end  of  the  quarter  with  only  70%  of 
its  authorised  commissioned  officers  and  86$  of  its  authorized  warrant 
officers  strength.  At  current  replacement  levels,  further  depletion  of 
strength  will  occur  in  the  coming  quarter, 

(3)  Reenlistmsnts  During  this  reporting  period,  the  battalion  con¬ 
tinued  a  vigorous  reonlistment  program,  A  total  of  28  visits  were  maple  to 
outlying  companies.  The  results  wore  6  reenlistments  of  career  soldiers 
and  10  first  torm  roenlistmenta, 

(4)  Current  status  of  tho  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  is  attached 
as  Inclosure  {ft  , 

(5)  The  significant  personnel  changes  within  tho  command  and  staff 
during  the  last  quarter  are  as  follows: 

(a)  LTC  Robort  F,  lie  Guff in,  IN,  264^30-9687,  assumed  command  of  the 
223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  on  11  Sep  1969,  vice  LTC  Robert 'G.  Cooper, 

FA,  419-40-0323. 

(b)  MAJ  Konnis  F,  Snyder,  AR,  234-60-3901,  assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
Exocutive  Officer  on  1  Sop  1969,  vice  MAJ  Robort  L,  Rackloy,  AR,  241-48-8326, 
who  assumed  duty,  vice  MAJ  Kenneth. S,  Womack,  'FA,  432-3&-5084j  bn  23  Aug  1969. 

(c)  CPT  Thomas  E,  Higdon,  IN,  263-54-7784,  assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
S-3  on  31  Aug  1969,  vice  MAJ  Earl  Williams,  IN,  262-56-4919. 

(d)  CPT  Burnell  M.  Mercer,  TC,  569^6-1188,  assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
S-2  on  5  Aug  1969,  vice  GPT  Terrance  E,  Wehrkamp,  SC,  503-44-5478, 

(e)  CPT  Earle  Steinberg,  IN,  030-32-9583,  assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
S-1/Adjutant  on  15  Aug  1969,  vice  CPT  Thomas  E,  Higdon,  IN,  263-54-7784. 
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(f)  CPT  John  K.  Qrilli,  Tflj  1 51-38-4659,  assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
Aviation  Safety  Officer  on  23  Sep  1969,  vice  CPT  Donald  C.  thicks,  AR, 
252-66-0110. 

(g)  MAJ  Arlie  Deaton,  IN,  260-62-5262,  assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
Liaison  Officer  on  23  Sep  1969. 

(h)  CPT  David  L.  Fore,  HC,  361-30-9049,  released  by  early  DEROS  as 
Battalion  Medical  Officer  on  30  Aug  1969» 

(i)  CFT  DeWayne  F,  Butcher,  MC,  364-40-9183,  assumed  duties  as 
Battalion  Aviation  Medical  Officer  on  14  Oct  1969. 

( j )  CPT  Lamar  B,  Pridgen,  CH,  239-56-4137,  released  by  DEROS  as 
Battalion  Chaplain  on  30  Aug  1969. 

(k)  MAJ  Arvis  R.  Hall,  CH,  441-34-8880,  assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
Chaplain  on  20  Sep  1969. 

(l)  CPT  Larry  E,  Norton,  CE,  267-98-0552,  released  by  early  DEROS  as 
Assistant  Battalion  S-3  on  8  Oct  1969* 

(m)  CPT  William  E.  Wahl,  SC,  521-56-4580,  assumed  duties  as  Assistant 
Battalion  3-3  on  17  Sep  1%9. 

(n)  CPT  John  C,  Schindler,  FA,  363-40-2369,  assumed  duties  as 
Assistant  2-4  on  14  Oct  1969. 

(o)  MAJ  Manuel  Carnero  Jr.,  IN,  093-22-1951,  assumed  command  of  the 
185th  Aviation  Company  (UA)  on  15  Sep  1 969,  vice  MAJ  Duane  M.  Lane,  IN, 
007-32-2067. 

(p)  MAJ  William  C,  Page  Jr,,  FA,  429-68-6113,  assumed  command  of  the 
225th  Aviation  Company  (SA)  on  11  Sep  1969,  vico  MAJ  Ronald  N,  Peterson, 
IN,  350-30-3635. 

(6)  Casualties:  The  battalion  casualties  for  the  period  were  four 
wounded  and  six  MIA,  (Seo  Inclosuro  //2) 

(7)  Awards:  A  breakdown  of  unit  awards  appears  in  Inclosure  if 2. 

c,  (C)  Intelligence. 

(1)  Enemy  Situation:  Enemy  activity  was  generally  low  during  August 
and  September,  with  two  exceptions.  On  the  11th  and  12th  of  August,  92 
standoff  fire  attacks  were  directed  against  friendly  positions  throughout 
II  Corps,  but  hitting  hardest  in  Binh  Dinh  Province.  Again  during  the 
first  week  in  September,  numerous  standoff  fire  attacks  were  directed 
against  friendly  bases  in  II  Corps,  but  concentrating  in  the  southern  area 
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of  II  Corps.  In  the  second  and  fourth. weeks  of  October,  strong  standoff 
fire  attacks  hit  bases  in  Khanh  Uoa  province  and  elsewhere  in  II  Corps. 
Aside  from  these  activities,  small1  scale  harms  ament  continues  to  be  the 
primary  method  of  enemy  operation. 


(2)  Ground  Attacks)  During,  the  period  1  August  1969  thru  31  October 
1969  thore  were  16  standoff  firo  attacks  directed  against  airfields  where 
elements  of  the  213d  Aviation  Battalion  aro  located.  The  majority  of  these 
attacks  fell  upon  Ban  Mo  Thout  Airfield,  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
suffered  throe  IM  wounded  aid  light  damage  from  those  attacks. 


(3)  Air  Activity:  Units 

of  the  223d 

Aviation  Battalion  reported  72 

significant  shot-at 

incidents 

for  this  reporting  period. 

The  battalion 

lost  two  OV-l’s  and 
down  by  unit} 

three  0-1  1 

s  to  enemy 

action.  The  following  i3  a  broak- 

UNIT 

SHOT-AT* 

HIT 

DESTROYED 

TOTAL  J SIDR ' S 

18th  Avn  Go  (UA) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

183d  Avn  Co  (UA) 

0 

2 

0 

2 

185th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

29  , 

3 

1  , 

32 

203d  Avn  Go  (UA) 

14 

4 

0  ■ 

18 

219th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

24 

4 

2 

28 

225th  Avn  Co  (SA) 

6 

3 

3, 

9 

TOTAL 

73 

16 

5 

89 

Shot-At  reports  arc  not  inclusive  of  hit  and  destroyed  reports. 


(4)  Collection  Plan: 

(a)  The  four  0-1  companies  of  tne  223d  Aviatioi  Battalion  flew  6,631 
visual  reconnaissance  sorties,  reporting  2,981  significant  sightings.  The 
225th  Surveillance  Airplane  Company  flew  238  3LAR  targets,  3,904  IR  targets 
and  479  V/P  targets, 

(b)  Several  0IR*s  (Other  Intelligence  Requirements)  were  levied  on  the 
223d  Aviation  Battalion,  requesting  tho  expeditious  reporting  of  cultivated 
fields  in  non-popv.lated  areas,  traffic  stopped  along  highways  (probable  VC 
extortion  points),  survoillance  of  pipelines  for  possible  sabotage  and 
suspocted  radar  controlled  .'1/ A  sites, 

(5)  Administrative  Intelligence  Activities) 

(a)  Security  Clear ances:  During  tho  past  quarter,  the  223d  Aviation 
Battalion  processed  84  SECRET  cloarancos,  23  CONFIDENTIAL  clearances  and 
3  requests  for  National  Agency  Checks, 
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(b)  War  Trophies i  There  was  one  war  trophy  reported  and  processed 
during  this  reporting  period. 


(c)  Dissldancc  Report:  The  RR3d  Aviation  Hatt  lion  reported  no  dissi¬ 
dent  personnel  for  this  period. 


(d)  Survival,  Escape  and  Evasion:  .. 

J.  All  aviators  assigned  to  the  293 d  Aviation  Battalion  received  a 
thorough  briefing  on  Survival,  Escape  and  Evasion  as  part  of  their  unit  in- 
processing  orientation.  Emphasis  was  placed  on  the  survival,  escape  and 
evasion  equipment  available  and  the  proper  procedures  for  employment  of  the 
equipment  in  order  to  provide  for  an  efficient,  effective  recovery  of 
downed  aircrew  personnel. 


2,  Many  newly  assigned  aviators  have  attended  one  of  the  three  available 
survival,  escape  and  evasion-  courses  while  ouroute  to  the  ..upublic  of 
Vietnam.  Available  schools  for  enroute  and  assigned  personnel  are: 

a  PACAF  Jungle  Survival  School  (PJSS),  Clorjc  ApB,  Phillipincs, 

b  PACAE  Life  Support  School  (PLhS),  Kadena  APB,  Okinawa,. 

c  FAETUP  Jungle  Enviromcntal  Survival  School  (JEST),  Cubic  Point  NAS, 
Phillipincs, 


2  At  the  present  time,  the  battalion  has  32  3urviv.1l,  escape  and  , 
ovision  school  trained  pcrsonnol  assigned  throughout  its  units.  During 
this  reporting  period  quotas  wore  received  alloving  eight  crewmembers  from 
units  of  this  battalion  to  attend  the  PL3S  course  in  Okinawa.  No  quotas 
for  other  .schools  were  received. 

d,  (C)  Operations. 

(1)  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  continued  to  provide  fixed 
wing  aviation  support  to  tho  US  and  Free  World  Forces  located  primarily  in 
the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  Republic  of  Vietnam.  This  support  was  rendered 
utilizing  the  assets  of  ono  U-1A  company,  four  0-1  companies,  and  one  OV-1 
company.  The  battalion  flow  a  total  of  26,662  hours  of  combat  support  with 

.n  aircraft  availability  rate  of  88,0%  during  this  reporting  period.  Both 
normal  and  special  operations  were  supported  by  units  of  tho  battalion. 

Largo  scale  operations  wore  minimal  due  to  recent  high  levol  tactical 
decisions  md  general  use  of  small  units  operating  in  search  of  enemy 
supply  caches,  infiltration  routes,  and  antiaircraft,  mortar  and  rocket 
firing  positions. 

(2)  During  the  current  reporting  period  this  headquarters  conducted 
two  subject  studios.  The  first  concerned  proposed  rocket  safety  procedures 
and  recommended  ce.anges  to  current  procedures.  It  was  submitted  through 
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channels  to  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  The  other  article  was  on  search  and 
rescue  procedures  and  was  submitted  ’irecmLy  to  "Aviation  Digest"  and 
"Uptight"  magazines  for  wider  dissemination, 

(3)  Intonsive  inspections  of  subordinate  operation  sections  were  con¬ 
ducted  during  the  quarter*  Inspection  checklists  prepared  from  pertinent 
regulations  and  covering  all  aspects  of  operations  were  distributed  to 
subordinate  unit,  in  advance,  Those  wore  followed  by  in-depth  inspections 
by  battalion  staff  personnel  with  written  inspoction  results  sent  t  irough 
channels.  Subsequent  fcllow-up  inspections  were  then  conducted  to  insure 
correction  of  weak  aroas, 

(4)  1 8 til  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane)  1  The  18th  Aviation 
Company  contl  :uod  to  fulfill  its  ton  allocated  mission  requirements  through¬ 
out  all  Corps  areas  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam,  The  first  platoon  at  Nha 
Trang  flew  five  aircraft  daily  to  support  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  JTJSPAQ, 
17th  Aviation  Group  and  IFF'/,  Hie  first  flight  section  of  tho  second 
platoon  at  Holloway  field  in  Pleiku  flow  two  aircraft  daily  to  support  II 
Corps  Hcndquartors  and  "B"  Company,  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  The  second 
flight  soction,  second  platoon,  located  at  Marble  Mountain,  Da  Nang,  flow 
throo  aircraft  daily  in  support  o'  III  MAF,  Tho  only  mission  change  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  was  the  deletion  of  one  mission  for  II  Corps  Headquarters 
and  tho  addition  of  ono  mission  for  IPFV  in  its  place,  Throo  additional 
•aircraft  wero  flown  daily  for  IFFV  between  7  and  14  August.  Assigned  air¬ 
craft  flew  a  tot'd  of  2,633  hours  during  this  reporting  period  with  an 
average  availability  of  93.1$. 

(5)  183d  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane)!  Tho  133d  Aviation 
Company  continued  to  support  ground  forces  in  tiie  southoast  soction  of  tho 
II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  Supported  units  remained  tho  same  during  tho  past 
quarter,  i!C"  Company  Rangers,  75th  Infantry  (Airborne)  continuod  special 
operations  in  the  Phan  Thiet  aroa  supported  by  two  0-1 1 3  from  the  socond 
platoon,  Tho  unit  had  one  accident  during  tho  roporting  period.  Improve¬ 
ments  in  the  company  aroa  during  cho  last  quarter  included  building  a  wash 
rack  for  vohiclos,  and  a  grease  pit  for  tho  mptor  pool,  remodeling  and 
painting  the  day  room,  repainting  the  company  mess  hall,  and  building 
several  foot  bridges  to  cross  ditches  in  tho  company  area.  The  133d  flew 
a  total,  of  5»107  hours  with  an  average  availability  rate  of  92.0$. 

(6)  185th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  185th  Aviation 
Company  provided  support  for  Darlac,  Phu  Bon,  Quang  Juc  and  Lara  Dong 
Provinces,  Support  for  Command  and  Control  South  was  continued  from  Ban 
Me  Thout  and  Pleiku.  Aviation  operations  were  hampered  by  rain,  low 
ceilings  and  poor  visibility  during  the  Monsoon  Season,  but  continued  on 
a  daily  basis  nevertheless.  Special  operations  included  vectoring  herbi¬ 
cide  missions,  aiding  in  the  recovery  of  three  downed  aircrews  in  Lam  Dong 
Province,  forming  "Hunter- Ki] ler"  teams  with  the  7/l7th  Cav,  and  combined 
Army-Air  Force  operations  with  Air  Force  FAC's  riding  185th  aircraft  to 
provide  immediate  artillery,  gunship  or  alrstrike  capability  for  the 
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dab  w  h<  rra.it,  base  camp.  Tine  135  th  Av  ation  Company  flew  4,370  hours, 
j.::  ag  1 01  sours  of  night  security,  wLtn  an  average  aircraft  availability 

rate  of  38,0 

(7;  203d  Furcation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  203d  Aviation 

Co:  pany  continued  to  support  udtr  of  the  41st  and  5 2d  Artillery  Groups, 
as  well  as  6/32d  Artillery,  173d  .drborne  brigade,  1st  Brigade,  4th 
In  'an try  Division,  C/75th  hungers,  and  AiCV  elements  in  Phu  Yen  and  Binh 
Di::h  Provinces,  .»t  Yin  Xhe,  su  ;  :ort  was  provided  for  Operation  Wayne 
Javelin,  still  in  progress*  Smaller  separate  operations  supported  were 
0;  ration  Gaffoy  Blue,  5  August  to  25  .aigust  1969,  and  Operation  Wayne 
boulder,  11  September  to  15  October  1%9.  -IT  LZ  English,  two  major  opera¬ 
tions  were  sc.p.orted:  Washington  Green,  a  combined  US,  .JIVN  and  Korean 
operation  boron  15  .pril  1969,  r„.d  Darby  frail  Throe  began  27  September  1969 
hot*  per  tlon3  nr.-  still  in  progress ,  Drlag  the  quarter,  the  203d 
Avi.bion  Com  ['any  flow  n  total  of  4,533  tours  with  an  average  availability 
r  :to  of  38.7)6. 

(3)  219th  .'.vniation  Company  (Utility  .arplane):  The  219th  Aviation 

Company  co  itinuod  its  mission  of  providing  aviation  support  to  tho  4th 
Inf -.n  try  Division,  5 2d  .-rtillcry  Group,  5th  Special  Forces  and  M.*CV 
elements  in  Pleilru  nd  Kontura  Provinces.  Wo  largo  sc:le  operations  were 
conducted  by  supported  units  during  the  quarter.  On  9  October  1969,  an 
0—1 D,  g55~4090,  pilotod  by  1LT  George  L.  .Ikon,  222-30-5543,  failed  to  re¬ 
turn  from  l:  reconnaissance  mission  north  of  Kontua.  On  10  October  1969,  an 
0—1 G,  f'51-11942,  piloted  by  1LT  Franklin  L.  Wiesnor,  559-62-4266,  failed  to 
return  from  a  soarcii  mission  for  Iff  .JLkeu.  Search  and  rescue  operations 
locat  'd  ti.e  wreckage  of  1LT  Uiosner's  aircraft  at  ZB  043721,  on  13  Oct  1969. 
Do  evidence  was  found  of  1LT  Yiiken 1  s  aircraft  and  search  and  rescue  efforts 
were  terminated  on  13  October  1969.'  Status  of  both  personnel  involved  is 
unknown  at  this  time.  Several  unit  projects  v;ere  carried  out  which  included 
paint  ip  the  exterior  of  ail  company  buildings  and  interior  of  the  134 
billets,  ivLl  sandbag  revetments,  with  the  exception  of  operations,’  were 
replaced  using  corrugated  sheet  metal,  low  kitchen  equipment  v/as  installed, 
improvi  ;  the  efficiency  and  morale  of  the  cooks  and  allowing  a  more  varied 
menu,  t  uc  improvin'  company  morale,  T..e  219th  Aviation  Company  fulfilled 
its  -.Lsnion  requirements  flying  .t  total  of  5,’  27  hours  for  the  quarter  with 
an  .V'.ng'j  availability  rate  of  83,0$. 

(9)  225th  aviation  Company  (Surveillance  Airplane) :  During  this 

r  nor wing  period,  tho  225th  aviation  Company  continued  to  support  the  4th 
Infa:  rrv  Division,  173d  Airborne  Brigade,  II  ARVN  Corps,  Task  Force  South, 
Republic  of  Korea  9th  and  10th  Divisions,  and  huang  Due  Province,  Types  of 
missions  provided  wore  visual/photographic,  infrared  .and  SLAft  surveillance, 
bight  photo  techniques  were  also  tested  during  this  period  and  a  capability 
now  exists  for  night  photo  missions.  On  3  October  1969,  an  0V-1C,  ,7*61-2679, 
piloted  by  IbT  Paul  L.  Graffe,  538-42-4-7 44,  FA,  with  PFC  Kenneth  L, 
Cunningham,  322-42-3972,  on  board,  failed  to  return  from  an  infrared  mission 
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A  two  day  3earch  by  aircraft  of  the  225th  and  '^19th  Aviation  Companies  . 
located  the  wreckage  In  vicinity  of  coordinates  ZB  109553.  Attempts  to 
extricate  the  wreckage  and  identify  any  remains  were  blocked  by  adverse 
terrain,  weatner  and  hostile  ground  activity.  An  MIA  Board  officially 
declared  the  crow  missing*  On  14  October  1969,  an  GV-1C,  £61-2691,  piloted 
by  CPT  Mark  A,  Babson,  412-73-4735,  FA,  with  SP4  James  T.  Savgge, 

258-80-3286,  on  board,  failed  to  return  from  an  infrared  mission.  A  search 
and  rescue  oporation  was  conducted  for  seven  days  with  negative  results. 

An  MIA  Board  was  convened,  but  results  fu.ve  not  bden  published  at  this  time. 
On  22  Octobor  1969,  the  225th  Aviation  Company  completed  its  27th  month  of 
accident  free  flying,  having  accumulated  24,781  accident  fr@c  hours.  A 
total  of  4,019  houi'3  wure  flown  during  tlio  quarter  with  an  average  aircraft 
availability  rate  of  82,7$, 

e.  (U)  Training. 

(1 )  All  quarterly  training  requirements  wore  met  by  the  unit's  of  this 
battalion.  Areas  of  emphasis  have  been  OJT  training  of  clerical  personnel 
to  fill  needed  MOS  positions  and  aviation  standardization  and  safety,  with 
special  emphasis  on  inexperienced  aviators. 

(2)  Aviator  safety  classes  wore  conducted  monthly  in  all  subordinate 
units  while  the  bi-monthly  safety  meeting  was  held  at  battalion  level.  The 
quarterly  standardization  meeting  v.v.s  held  also  at  battalion  on  3  Nov  1969. 

(3)  During  this  reporting  period  the  battalion  training  program  under¬ 
went  extensive  upgrading  and  inspection.  Checklists  and  SOP’s  concerning 
training  were  published  at  battalion  level  and  distributed  to  all  subordinate 
units.  Inspection  visits  wore  then  made  by  battalion  staff  personnel  and 
lists  of  discrepancies  forwarded  through  channels  to  unit  commanders  for 
action.  Follow-up  inspections  showed  noteworthy  improvements. 

(4)  The  219th  .aviation  Company  conducted  an  Aerial  Observer  Training 
School,  Forty-two  new  observers  wore  trained  for  supported  units  in  a 
5-day  course, 

f«  (U)  Logistics. 

(1)  Assistance  Visits:  A  total  of  32  assistnneo  visits  woro  conducted 
by  members  of  tho  battalion  S-4  during  the  past  quarter.  Those  woro  pri¬ 
marily  directed  toward  improving  tho  dogroe  of  maintenance  on  aircraft  and 
vohiclos, 

(2)  Excess  Equipment:  Command  emphasis  on  the  disposition  of  oxccss 
oquipmont  has  substantially  rcducod  oxcesses  within  tho  battalion.  All 
equipment  carried  as  oxcoss  to  the  T0E/MT0E  has  boon  requested  on  a  tempor¬ 
ary  basis  or  is  in  tho  procoss  of  boing  turned  in  to  supporting  DSU's, 
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(3)  Vehicle  Maintenance:  Increased  training  of  maintenance  personnel 
and  improved  overall  vehicle  maintenance  has  succeeded  in  lowering  the 
vehicle  deadline  r  .te  to  1 1  % »  The  present  goal  is  a  rate  of  less  than  6 1, 

(4)  Aircraft  Maintenance! 

(a)  Corrosion:  Corrosion  in  0-1  aircraft  continues  to  be  a  problem. 

The  latest  noted  is  intergranular  corrosion  on  the  landing  gear  brackets, 
r’SNs  1560-040-9656  (LH)  and  FSMi  1560-323-2380  (RH).  A  total  of  seven 
brackets  have  had  to  be  replaced  on  twenty-eight  aircraft  inspected,  A 
ono-tinu  inspection  of  tho  remaining  brackets  is  scheduled  at  the  next 
periodic  inspection. 

(b)  Increased  staff  emphasis  in  aircraft  PLL  areas  has  resulted  in  the 
discovery  that  add it  anal  training  and  suporvision  is  required  to  establish 
a  satisfactory  proficiency  in  records  maintenance  for  PLL,  Training  in  tho 
provisions  of  Ail  735-35  and  1st  Aviation  Brigade  Regulation  735-35  is  being 
conducted  during  assistance  visits  to  each  unit.  Significant  improvements 
ii  iv e  been  noted  during  the  past  quarter  with  additional  emphasis  scheduled 
for  the  coming  quarter, 

g,  (U)  Organization.  Organizational  chart  and  station  listing  appears 
.s  Inclosuru  ,/3. 

h,  (U)  Chaplain. 

(1)  This  0RLL  report  includes  only  the  Chaplain’s  activities  since  the 
arrival  of  tl  c  new  Battalion  Chaplain  on  18  September  1969.  There  arc  no 
records  for  the  first  7  weeks  of  tais  quarter. 

(2)  Tho  following  information  snould  be  included  in  the  reporting 
period  ending  31  October  1 969 : 

(a)  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion  Chaplain  has  conducted  a  total  of  ten 
Sunday  Protestant  religious  services  with  tho  total  attenduJice  of  204 
soldiers. 

(b)  The  Battalion  Chaplain  has  supervised  11  Denominational  Sunday  and 
weekday  services  with  laymen  loading, 

(c)  During  this  period  tho  Chaplain  has  mado  18  visits  to  troops 
located  at  Ban  We  Thout,  Dong  Ba  Thin,  Phu  Hicp,  Plciku,  Kontum,  Dalat  and 
Phan  Thiet. 

(d)  Area  coverage  is  provided  to  Lone  Army  Heliport  on  Sunday  and 
throughout  the  wook, 

(c)  Sunday  services  arc  hold  weekly  at  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
Headquarters  and  Lane  Army  Holiport, 
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(f)  The  Battalion  Chaplain  attended  the  Religious  Day  of  Recollection 
for  the  12  Chaplain's  in  the  Qui  Nhon  area  on  3  October  1969* 

(g)  The  battalion's  offerings  were  designated  for  the  Qui  Whon  Poor 
House,  Binh  Khe  Orphanage,  Chenh  Rang  Refugee  Center  and  Protestant  Missions 
in  Binh  Dinh  Province. 


i.  (U)  Aviation  Safety 1  The  203d  and  18th  Aviation  Companies  each  had 
two  major  accidents,  one  in  August  and  one  in  October.  The  183d  and  185th 
Aviation  Companies  each  had  one  major  accident  in  October.  During  the 
quarter  there  were  eleven  precautionary  landings,  one  forced  landing  and  one 
incident.  Units  of  this  battalion  lost  four  0-1 's  through  accidents  during 
this  roporting  period.  (NOTE:  For  hostile  losses,  see  Section  C- Intelligence) 
The  following  chart  shows  the  breakdown  of  accidents  by  companies: 


UNIT 


ACCIDENTS 


CUMULATIVE  RATE 


HHC,  223d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt)  0 

18th  Avn  Co  (UA)  2 

183d  Avn  Co  (UA)  1 

185th  Avn  Co  (UA)  1 

203d  Avn  Co  (UA)  2 

219th  Avn  Co  (UA)  0 

225th  Avn  Co  (SA)  _0 


0.0 

60.4 

14.7 
16.0 

33.8 
0.0 


TOTAL 


6 


17.5 


j.  (U)  Civil  Affairs. 


(1)  HHC,  223d  Aviation  Battalion  continues  to  support  the  Qui  Nhon  Poor 
People's  Home  with  extonsivo  contributions  of  food  and  construction.  Recent 
projects  included  ropairing  the  main  gato  and  extending  the  foot  stand 
around  their  water  well.  Arrangements  havo  been  mado  for  studont  teachers 
from  the  local  teacher's  college  to  visit  the  poor  house  and  conduct 
classos  in  two  now  classrooms.  School  materials  such  as  paints,  pencils, 
and  writing  papor  were  donated  through  HHC,  223d  Aviation  Battalion,  along 
with  recess  toys  such  as  balls  and  jump  ropos. 


(2)  The  18th  Aviation  Company  has  continued  its  support  of  tho  Da  Nang 
Orphanage  with  gifts  of  food  and  150  pounds  of  clothing.  The  company 
headquarters  in  Qui  Nhon  has  continuously  assisted  in  a  projoct  caring  for 
displaced  persons  in  tho  Qui  Nhon  aroa. 

(3)  The  183d  Aviation  Company  complotoly  paintod  tho  playground  equip¬ 
ment  at  tho  local  school  with  matorials  and  labor  volunteered  by  mombors  of 
the  unit.  Ten  gallons  of  paint  wore  usod  to  comploto  tho  project  on 

25  August  1969.  Mombors  of  the  183d  havo  written  thoir  homotown  churches 
asking  for  used  clothing  and  personal  itoros  for  noody  Viotnamoso,  Thoso 
articles  will  bo  hold  by  tho  Civic  Actions  Officer  and  distributed  during 
the  Christmas  soason  to  tho  local  village  children,  Ono  thousand  board  foot 
of  scrap  lumber  was  donatod  to  tho  local  school  for  ropairs  in  September* 
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(4)  I3pth  Aviation  Company  at  Ban  Me  Thout  is  aiding  Ln  the  construction 
of  a  six-room  sch'ool  for  the  Vietnam  Protestant  Evangelistic  Church, 

Several  men  of  the  185ti.  are  teaching  11-1 3  year  old  students  at  the  Vinh 
Son  Catholic  School  three  times  a  week,  TJie  men  of  the  135th  donated 
14,160  piastres  to  the  newly  proposed  Lai  lie  Thout  Skin  Cliui  :  wnic.i  will 

be  primarily  concerned  with  t,  ,e  treatment  of  leprosy,  after  ho  .'.ring  of 
the  need,  the  185th  arranged  for  a  i-iedcap/Dentcap  tear,  to  visit  the  Chiou 
Hoi  Center,  All  Hoi  Chanh  in  need  of  nodical  or  dental  attention  wire 
treated,  While  this  treatment  was  being  given,  members  of  t*  o  135th  dis¬ 
tributed  toothpaste  uiid  toothbrushes  to  tne  Hoi  Ch.a.i..s  ana  dr  n ir.tr  .it cd  how 
to  use  tr.em  for  good  dental  hy^i^ne, 

(5)  Tlie  203d  Aviation  Company  has  continued  to  support  ..,.0  iiang  Yang 
Orphanage  in  Tuy  iioa.  They  providod  assigtanco  to  solicitor.'  projects  in 
the-  local  area  in  conjunction  with  the  MACV  Civic  Actions  off  is...  Donation 
of  old  and  now  building  materials  for  the  Pim  Yen  Province  hospital  was 
made  along  with  individual  contributions  of  3oap  end  nudi.c.1  sup,.  11  -s, 

(6)  Tho  219th  Aviation  Company  co  -ti.ued  its  support  of  the  Christian 
Missionary  alliance-  Compound  in  Ploiku,  On.,  project,  tin  building  of  a 
church  at  Plci  Mrong  City  noorou  completion  with  voluntary  time  and  labor 
from  members  of  tiio  219th.  Clothing  r_id  health  articles  were  distributed 
to  tho  patients  of  the  Pleiku  Province  .  10spit.nl, 

k.  (0)  Signal. 

(1)  ZYR  Program:  The  ZYR  Program  provides  for  tho  modification  of  all 
US  Army  aircraft  in  RVN  to  accept  the  new  family  series  o  ‘  radios,  ( AN/ 
ARC-51  and  AH/ARC-54) ,  At  the  close  of  this  reposting  p..r.-.cG,  91,4  of  all 
aircraft  assigned  to  units  of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  .ave  ..ad  the  modi¬ 
fication  installed.  Shortage  of  one  modification  for  U-1A  aircraft  ,/55-3299 
prevents  the  program  from  being  100%  complete.  Recent  i.  formation  indicates 
that  kits  should  arrive  incountry  within  the  next  30  days, 

(2)  ZYS  Program:  The  ZYS  Program  provides  xor  t.  e  me!. fi :uuic n  of  all 
0-1  and  0V-1  aircraft  for  installation  of  the  TSEC/liY-23  secure  voice 
equipment, 

(a)  All  0-1  aircraft  have  been  retrofitted  and  have  .<•  a  ip  -bllity  to 
trananit  voice  secure.  Twelve  0-1  aircraft  .re  assigned  to.  i \;,e  jure  air¬ 
fields  and  therefore  do  not  carry  voice  secure  equipment.  Force  .aircraft 
are  located  at  Dolat  and  nine  aircraft  at  Gia  i'ghia,  b.  .  o  Lee  end  L.oc  Rco, 
Current  security  guidance  prevents  the  mounting  of  secure  e  uiprnnt  m 
aircraft  assigned  to  insecure  installations.  However,  such  equipment  may 
be  inst.allod  and  operationally  employed  on  short  notice  if  request,. d  by  tho 
supported  unit. 
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(b)  The  OV-1  aircraft  ZYS  modification  must  be  performed  stateside 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  aircraft  iucountry,  five  of  the  17  OV-1  air¬ 
craft  assigned  to  the  225th  Aviation  Company  within  this  battalion  have  not 
been  retrofitted.  An  RVN  wide  shortage  of  control  heads  and  mounts  prevents 
the  OV-1  aircraft  from  operating  voice  secure.  Higher  headquarters  has 
been  made  aware  of  this  problem, 

(c)  Hie  five  crypto  accounts  and  storage  facilities  within  the 
battalion  wore  established,  approved  and  became  operational  on  their  target 
date  of  3  August  1969, 

(3)  High  Frequency  Radio  Teletypewriter  System:  The  223d  Aviation 
Battalion’s  HF  radio  teletype  not  is  entering  the  final  stages  of  being 
completely  operational.  Lack  of  qualified  and  experienced  operators  of  the 
AN/VSC-2  RATT  equipment  caused  considerable  delay  in  the  establishment  of 
tho  not.  Operators  unfamiliar  with  this  radio  havo  causod  considorablo 
delay  and  some  maintonanco  downtimo.  To  provont  tho  rooccurrancc  of  similar 
situations,  a  two-day  courso  on  the  operation  of  tho  AW/VSC-2  radio  was 
conducted  at  this  headquarters  by  the  factory  service  representative  from 
Goncral  Dynamics,  This  training,  in  addition  to  tho  operator’s  incroasod 
familiarity  with  tho  cquiptnont,  has  largely  contributed  to  the  nearing  oper¬ 
ational  status  of  the  HF  net, 

1,  (U)  Public  Information. 

(1 )  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion  Information  Office  continued  itb 
mission  of  supplying  material  to  all  subordinate  units  for  use  in  their  in¬ 
formation  programs  and  publishing  the  battalion  monthly  newspaper,  "The 
Griffin  Gab", 

(2)  Support  from  units  in  the  Hometown  News  Release  Center  for  this 


period  was  as  follows: 

UNIT 

m 

SEP 

OCJ 

TOTAL 

HHC,  223d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 

4 

3 

9 

16 

18th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

10 

7 

12 

29 

183d  Avn  Co  (UA) 

9 

6 

14 

29 

185th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

8 

4 

12 

24 

203d  Avn  Co  (UA) 

4 

2 

6 

12 

219th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

6 

8 

13 

27 

225th  Avn  Co  (SA) 

16 

13 

37 

55 

TOTAL 

57 

42 

93 

192 

(3)  During  this  reporting  period,  52  written  news  releases  were  cleared 
by  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  Information  Office  and  forwarded  to  the  17th 
Aviation  Group  for  use  in  other  Command  Information  media. 
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SUBJECT:  Onerat  on-.iL  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  lor  Period 
Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (HI)  (U) 

2 *  Section  2.  Lea.coi^a  -darned:  ,  Commanders  Observations,  Evaluations  and 
Recommendations . 


a.  (U)  Per  sonnel .  lone 

b.  (C)  Operg l .  a,  , 

(1 )  Search  and  Eg  _  -up  Procedures  for  Downed  Aircraft: 

(a)  Observation:  extreme  difficulty  was  encountered  in  coordinating 
search  and  rescue  (3Alt)  operations  and  recovery  of  equipment  t  rough  sup¬ 
porting'  aviation  u..:ts, 

(b)  Evaluation:  /horiuver  an  aircraft  is  discovered  to  be  missing, 
excessive  time  is  lost  before  other  aircraft  can  bo  diverted  tc  search  for 
it.  In  addition,  j.M'iing  othor  observation  or  surveillance  aircraft  to 
search  for  r.n  aircraft  probably  downed  by  enemy  action  merely  increases  the 
exposuro  of  those  aircraft,  thereby  increasing  the  chances  of  losing  more 
aircraft.  Searches  for  hreo  missing  aircraft  during  the  past  reporting 
period  resulted  in  the  los3  of  a  fourth.  In  addition,  armed  aircraft  used 
for  SAIl  from  units  not  organic  to  this  battalion  have  presented  major  co¬ 
ordination  and  co  uusucfion  problems  due  to  the  remoteness  of  search  areas 
and  uniqueness  of  „.:ch  S.Ut  operation, 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  qn  armed  self-suff icient  unit  be  established 
at  aviation  group  Lnn.l  with  a  mission  of  providing  on-call  SIR  operations. 
This  ur.it  should  h, .v ..  vn.il  ust.  blisned  means  .and  lin„s  of  com  .un-.cntion, 
prearranged  3AR  pl-ns  f  r  its  .area  of  responsibility  on  fils.,  and  organic 
morns  for  immediate  „xtr  ictiou  of  woundod  or  deceased  crewmembers  and 
sensitive  equipment  from  downed  aircraft, 

(d)  Comm  .nd  Ac:  Lon:  Subordinate  units  have  coordinated  directly  with 
armed  units  and  gr  .ves  re'Lstration  personnel  to  establish  quick  reaction 
proccduros  for  future  use  if  necessary.  Articles  proposing  cst  .blishment 

of  SAR  units  have  been  forwarded  directly  to  "Aviation  Digest"  and  "Uptight" 
magazines, 

( 2 )  Installation  of  KY-281s : 

(a)  Observation:  hi- 28  voice  secure  transceivers  hive  be:n  install ed 
in  .all  0-1  aircraft  of  this  battalion,  but  are  not  being  fully  utilized. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Only  a  f  .w  of  the  higher  headquarters  of  supported 
units  have  voice  secure  T'.uipment.  As  a  result,  there  is  littl:  chance  to 
uso  this  equipment  -aid  .n.ss  experience  on  using  it.. 
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Riding  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Hi)  (U) 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  procedures  for  use  of  the  KY-28  equipment  be 
disseminated  among  those  ground  i-nits  currently  in  possession  of  this  equip¬ 
ment  and  that  aviators  practice  to  remain  current  in  its  use.  As  the 
equipment  becomes  available,  more  units  should  be  furnished  such  equipment 
to  net  with  our  aircraft. 

(d)  Command  Action:  Special  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  use  of  secure 
voice  equipment  during  proficiency  rides  and  in-country  checkouts  by  unit 
IP  *  s  and  S  EP 1  s , 

(3)  Installation  of  XM-76  Anti-Oscillating  Monoscopesi 

(a)  Observation:  All  0-1  companies  in  this  battalion  recently  received 
a  small  number  of  XM— r?6  anti-oscillating  monoscopeB. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Possible  enemy  positions  are  located  in  the  wide  angle 
1.5  power  position,,  Then  the  power  zoom  is  employed  bringing  magnification 
to  12  power.  The  uso  of  this  equipment  oliminates  the  necessity  of  making 
hazardous  low  passes  for  positive  Identification  of  personnel  on  the  grouhd 
and  gives  positivo  high  altitude  sightings  on  suspected  enemy  locations. 

To  install  tho  XM-76,  a  modification  is  required  which  consists  of  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  an  oloctricol  outlet  being  tiod  into  tho  aircraft  powor  source 
to  furnish  power  to  tho  XM-76  control  box. 

(c)  Rocommondatton:  That  onough  XM-76's  bo  made  availablo  to  0-1  units 
in  this  battalion  to  allow  installation  of  the  XM-76  system  in  all  observe 
tion  aircraft, 

(d)  Command  Action:  Aircraft  within  this  unit  are  boing  modifiod  at 
this  timo  to  accept  XM-76  Byatoms  as  they  are  available. 

(4)  ShortagQ  of  School- 'Trained  U-1A  Aviators: 

(a)  Observation:  Shortogo  of  school- trained  U-1A  aviators, 

(b)  Evaluation:  Tho  oxisting  and  forthcoming  shortage  of  U-1A  quali¬ 
fied  aviators  has  imposed  certain  hardships  on  1'd.B  unit.  It  placos  a 
domanding  load  on  unit  instructor  pilots  to  comploto  a  minimum  of  twonty- 
fivo  hours  par  individual  as  outlinod  in  TC  1-34. 

(c)  Rocommondation:  That  emphasis  bo  placod  on  obtaining  school 
trained  U-1A  aviators.  That  aviators  completing  tho  U-1A  school  at  Fort 
Ord,  California  bo  given  orders  of  assignment  to  U-11  units  in  tho  Republic 
of  Viotnom, 

(d)  Command  Action:  Experienced  aviators  who  aro  not  qualified  in  tho 
U-1A  aro  currently  rocciving  transitions  IAW  TC  1-34. 
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SUBJECT  i  Gpof  r;t  Lon  el  .•  ):••  .  ;  Aviation  Battalion  ( bomba t)  lor  Period 

Aiding  ■  ••  r  l,  hCu  CSRll-65  (ml)  (U) 


(5) 

Fhol  '  >n  '.a: 

(a) 

Obaervui.it.:.:  .  v  .  • 

4  i 

.  -.r.-on  or  suanoctod  .' 

u  ■!  r .  n‘.u:.  L nation 

con  delay  or  v  h  '  .  aav  .  r<r>arrt'.  ons  o>  on  :.nde, 

(b)  Eval”.  it  :  ■  '  a  .  ;  a,  .  sped  ally  wit:.  Jr-/.,  Ls  very 

hard  to  detnat,  .  :  Y  ;.i..r  wl .  fuels  still  u.yerio.'iC'j  di  xiculty  in 

determining  il  a  del  is  •  ;t:r  l  .  *  tod  with  other  than  water  or  solid  par¬ 
ticles,,  Morocv..-rf  ac  1  ••••  t.  .i.ir.  icn  at  outlying  sites  •••ruses  undue  delay 
oecut se  ‘.here  e  .  I  y  uLy  o'  11  source  for  fuel,  he.d-ucor.ni.t  fuel  .must 
bo  uir.i.if  „ed  .  r  1  .yj  .  ft  whib*  fuel  sx.,'las  ire  tested  and 

normal  fuel  res  :  .  rate. 

(а)  neuonu.:.:nU:.t u>*. i  fli  ;t  lu  il  ,'omparison  kits  be  dis  irieutod  to  sep¬ 
arate  'units  .snowing  pr'  r  color  aion  of  u '.contaminated  del  .aid  fuel 
containing  various  a  .aunts  of  oca  tar.  in  jrts.  These  kits  co'  Id  be  made  by 
filling  clour  bot.,1-..  vi  th  .samples  of  ex  ,ta  .i.-.uted  and  unco  it;j::inr  ted  fuel 
and  alien  useu  to  tor:  net  •l  .r  hr  avi  .tors  and  POL  , -or  son..-!,  In 
audition,  stum  by  de  k  su  •  i.  a  s. acrid  b  .•  arrange!  to  supply  fuel  on  a 
temporary  basis  if  a  .in  st >urc;  of  fuel  is  suspected  of  juitur.iriation. 
Possible  alternate  Yd  su.  plier  would  be  bladders  or  ‘jf,  gallon  drums  with 
hand  operated  (Tu  ps. 

(d)  Command  Art!  a:  Subordi  site  units  ...ave  been  directs']  to  implement 
the  su.fjertiu',3  in  ta)  uoove  as  a  hey  r.;  able  to  obta.ui  th,.  .accessary 
materials,  del  test  bits  ..nvo  also  been  ordered  for  distribution  to 
separate  units, 

(б )  Gcrmand  a. id  To. .  troll  Over  Icn  tact  Situations : 

(a)  Observ  it, j.or  :  ?:.•  re  :  ,  es  .ablishod  proce  lures  for  the  command 

and  control  of  a:  u  r  t  .  <;  >a':h.:u;  friendly  units  in  contact, 

(b)  Evaluation. :  Vl.eu  i  -round  ur  it  makes  a  call  for  help,  ill  nearby' 

FAC*s,  Army  0-1  'a,  uur.r1  C/1  '  licopters,  etc.,  rush  to  the  scene  of 
battle.  The  skies  vor  tun  nr  "  . unit  become  dangerously  crowded,  radio 
communication  » !  tu.  a  or s  a  unit  becomes  impossible,  and  the  ground 

unit  suffers  as  a  result  f  i  ak  of  control. 

(c)  Rocor.-rs'od  f  l.r,;  "  .  it  a  s  .  initu  priority  of  cosiuand  a,»d  control 

of  aerial  for  an  a  La, ;  yr  u..f  suits  in  contact  be  established .  A 
possible  :n. th,.!  •  first  uircr  ft  on  ti.u  scene  control  all 

subsequent  arriv  ..Is,  .  1  •;  . '  al  l.tudus,  direction  of  holding  turns,  and 

acting  as  a  control  st  •  i  for  th-  radio  not.  If  a  more  appropriate  air¬ 
craft  arrived  l.-.t-np  s  h  as  a  Z/'Z  airer  ft,  then  it  could  toko  over  after 
being  briefed  by  the  pr. or  is.  :rol  aircraft.  Whatever  proceauro  is  selected, 
it  should  recoive  wide  dir  nomination  tr  all  units  and  nvitors  to  clour  up 
tho  present  confusion. 


15 

CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBACB-DE  CONFIDENTIAL  5  1,’ovomber  1969 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  Period' 
Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSPOR^65  (R1 )  (U) 

(d)  Conmand  Action*  Aviators  in  this  battalion  are  briefed  to  avoid 
high  density  aroas  whore  they  are  not  absolutely  roquired  and  to  use  utmost 
discretion  while  operating  over  ground  actions  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  midairs. 

(7)  Tactical  Flight  Following* 

(a)  Observation*  There  aye  insufficient  radio  flight  following  facili¬ 
ties  to  enable  low  level  aircraft  in  mountainous  areas  to  maintain  continuous 
radio  contact  and,  thorefore,  positive  flight  following, 

(b)  Evaluation*  Tills  battalion  lost  two  0V-1C  aircraft  during  the 
month  of  October  1969.  In  both  cases,  the  aircraft  were  on  Infrared,  low 
level  (1500  feet  AGL)  surveillance  missions  operating  in  extreme  mountaiiw- 
ous  terrain  during  the  hours  of  daylight.  Mayday  calls  were  not  receivod 
from  oithor  aircraft  a.f.  in  both  cases,  flight  following  radio  and  radar 
wore  unable  to  maintain  contact  with  the  aircraft  while  in  their  assigned 
target  areas.  The  result  of  this  inadequacy  was  the  lack  of  a  definite 
location  in  which  to  conduct  search  and  rescue  operations.  Present  flight 
following  tochniques  provided  only  c.  general  aroa  in  which  to  organizo  the 
search,  4,000  Sq  Km  in  ono  case  and  9,600  Sq  Km  in  the  other.  The 
enormity  of  thoso  search  crons  considerably  lessoned  the  possibilities  for 
succoss  of  tho  soarch  and  rescue  offort. 

(c)  Recommendation*  That  airborne  flight  following  stations  be 
positioned  at  high  altitudes  over  errtremo  mountainous  terrain.  These 
stations  would  enable  solo  tactical  aircraft  to  maintain  continuous  radio 
contact  and  submit  pinpoint  position  reports.  In  the  event  difficulties 
were  encountered  by  the  tactical  aircraft,  the  resulting  decrease  in  search 
and  rescue  time  could  more  than  make  the  difference  betweor  success  and 
failure  of  tho  rescue  operation. 

(d)  Command  Action*  Commencing  14  October  1969,  all  low  level  tao- 
tical  missions  flown  by  this  unit  are  provided  with  a  flight  following 
aircraft.  Through  experimentation,  it  has  been  found  that  an  OV-1  flying 
in  excess  of  20, 000' AGL  can  communicate  with  and  provide  flight  following 
for  any  aircraft  within  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone. 

0.  (U)  Training. 

(1)  Accounting  Class  Codes  for  Out  of  Country  Schools* 

(a)  Observation;  Accounting  class  codes  for  attendance  at  the  out  of 
country  survival  schools  are  not  being  received  on  a  timely  basis. 

(b)  Evaluation*  Qiotas  for  attendance  at  out  of  country  survival 
schools  are  received  on  an  average  of  five  to  seven  days  bofore  tho  required 
reporting  date.  Funding  codes  are  not  recoived  until  an  average  of  one  day 
prior  to  tho  reporting  dato.  The  air  base  sorving  tho  school  requiros  orders 
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on  the  individual  no  later  than  1200  hours  on  the  day  precedin'  -.is  flight 
in  order  to  reserve  a  seat  on  t'...  flight.  The  quota  for  1  hov  69  was  .lest 
because  fund  codes  were  .iot  received  and  inerefore  not.  cited  on  the  indi¬ 
vidual’s  orders.  The  air  base  refused  to  honor  the  indivi. hud's  orders  and 
filled  the  aircraft  with  other  standby  personnel, 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  funding  codes  be  made  availaole  on  a  more 
timely  busis  to  using  units..  For  best  results  funding  codes  should 
accompany  school  quotas,  or  bo  sent  directly  to  battalions, 

(d)  Com. ’.and  Action:  Unit  das  realloted  remaining  quotas  and  requested 
expeditious  handli  ’.g  of  required  fund  codes  from  higher  headquarters. 


(2)  MO I  Course  for  IP/SIP’s: 

(a)  Observation:  There  is  no  i istructor  pilot  training  senool  for 
fixed  wing  aviators  in  Viotnam, 

(b)  Evaluation:  All  prospective  IP’s  and  SCP’s  should  oe  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  ..ttend  some  type  of  "methods  of  instruc cion"  class,  .Such  a 
course  should  Include  proper  usage  of  standardized  training  forms,  standard 
techniques  of  teaching  and  an  aider standing  of  general  performance  indicators 
as  a  guide  for  detecting  weaknesses  in  aviators.  This  course  could  be 
given  for  combined  classes  of  rotary  and  fixed  wing  IP/SiP’s  since  forms  and 
methods  of  instruction  are  the  same, 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  an  .101  class  be  conducted  by  a  hi.,. .or  ..^_d  gu.rv  rs 
on  a  monthly  or  bi-monthly  basis,  •'ill  IP's  and  SIP's  without  prior  training 
could  be  more  effectively  .aid  efficiently  taug..t  by  stand  irdiz«d  instruc¬ 
tors  .t  a  central  location  than  -.s  done  currently  at  unit  levels, 

(d)  Command  Action:  Current  PCI  instruction  is  given  to  IP's  of  this 
battalion  on  on  individual  basis  by  SIP’s  during  tue  Ir's  c:urse  of 
instruction, 

d,  (C)  Intelligence. 

Perimeter  Inspoctionsi 

(1)  Observation:  Recont  inspections  of  perimeter  defeases  by  subor¬ 
dinate  units  have  shown  evidence  of  sabotage  by  the  enemy, 

(2)  Evaluation:  VJhore  barbed  wire  entanglements  have  been  placed 
around  perimeters,  weods  and  grass  often  grow  up  to  obscure  close  inspection. 
Grass-hidden  claymore  minos  have  been  found  turned  to  face  inward,  trip 
flares  disconnected,  and  wire  in  a  poor  state  of  repair.  It  is  suspected 
that  Victnamosc  nationals  used  as  civilian  laborers  may  bo  responsible  in 
part  for  theso  sabotage  attempts. 
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(3)  Recommendation?  That  a  defoliation  prop run  be  instituted  in 
conjunction  with  present  perimeter  defenses  to  prevent  obscuration  of 
defensive  items* 


(4)  Command  action:  frequent  perimeter  inspections  in  depth  are  being 
conducted  with  emphasis  on  positioning  of  claymore  mines  and  warning  devices, 
’■/here  foliage  provents  clo.  •  inspection,  that  foliage  is  being  eliminated. 
Vietnamese  nationals  working  close  tc  perimeter  defenses  are  under  constant 
supervision. 


e.  (C)  Logistics. 


The  Painting  of  Accessory  Mounting  Points ; 

(1)  Observation:  5A  .ifi'An  Aircraft  Company,  during  the  process  of 
overhauling  14-1340—61  engines,  paints  all  of  the  accessory  mounting  points. 

(2)  Evaluation:  The  painting  of  the  accessory  mounting  points  is  un¬ 
warranted,  This  paint  must  be  removed  prior  to  installing  the  accessories 
on  the  14-1 340-61 . 

(3)  Recommendation:  Since  the  Government  Contract  to  overhaul  tho 
it-1340-61  na3  recently  been  awarded  to  United  Idrcraft  of  Canada,  it  should 
oe  brought  to  their  attention  that  tho  process  of  painting  the  accessory 
mounting  points  snould  bo  .iiminab-d.  Instead  it  would  bo  preferable  to 
substitute  a  light  coat  of  preservative  on  the  bare  metal  of  the  accessory 
mounting  points  to  prevent  deterioration  of  the  exposed  areas  while  in 
transit  to  tho  using  units. 

(4)  Command  Action:  Excess  paint  is  presently  removed  from  the 
accessory  mounting  points  at  the  cost  of  twenty  man  hours  per  engino.  A 
letter  has  boon  submilted  to  the  .Senior  AU5C0M  Representative  to  inform  thorn 
of  the  existing  problem  and  an  ELR  was  .submitted. 


f. 

(u) 

Organizational . 

None 

g. 

(U) 

Other.  Lone 

)//  ■  :/  / 

5  Incl 
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3.  Operational  Statistics 

4.  Aircraft  Status 

5 .  Organizational  Chart 
Inc  Is  1  and  2  wd  HQ,  DA 
DISTRIBUTION: 

2  CHIUS  ARP  AC,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT,  ArO  96  353 

3  CG,  U3ARV,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST,  .iPO  96375 

2  GG,  1ST  AVN  BDE,  ,n’TN:  I.VBJGC-O,  .TO  96384 

3  CO,  17TH  AVN  GP  (CBT) ,  ATTN:  AVBaC&-SC,  .10  96240 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Ae;.ort  Lessons  L-arned  of  2e3rd  aviation 
Battalion  (Conbit)  for  Feriod  ending  31  October  1969, 

*tCb  CLFCH-65  (Rl)  (U) 

Da,  !iiidJQU.e,.TLUb,  1711!  -.VI  TIG! !  Gal  LI  (COHB.T),  .0  0  96^40  25  dov-nb-r  1969 

TO:  Department  ol  the  ^  (..CBFOn,  D.J ,  ;  aehington,  D.C.  30310 
Commanding  General,  I  Field  Forces  Vio+noru,  ..1C  96350 

1.  (b)  Thi3  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  attached  report,  con¬ 
siders  it  to  be  adocuate,  and  colours  with  the.  contents  as  stated, 
except  as  indicated  below. 

2.  (C)  The  following  cormients  and  recommendations  .'.re  submitted: 

a .  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  i.etivities . 

(1)  Paragraph  lb(l),  Page  1,  Personnel.  Personnel  to  replace 
January-  losses  in  the  163rd  ..edical  Detachment  can  be  resolved  at 
this  headquarters  since  only  thiv  enlisted  replacements  are  re¬ 
quired. 

(2)  Paragraph  lc(3),  Page  4,  (C)  Intelligence.  First  line 

of  air  activity  should  be  corrected  tc  read  22  significant  shot-at 
incidents  for  tr.is  re .  irting  period. 

(3)  Paragraphs  Id  and  e,  Pago  5,  Iage  8,  0r\*  ratio  ns.  Total 
amount  of  tiiao  spent  in  operations  and  training  is  not  reflected  in 
the  report  (acf  Para  5b(l)(c)  US..4V  525-15). 

b.  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Corraandcr's  Observations.  Eval¬ 
uations  and  lie  com,  .end  -Lions . 

(1)  Page  13,  Paragraphing  of  Section  2  is  not  in  accordance 
with  17th  i.vn  Gp  !tes sage  4VE.CB-SC  4009-69,  dated  140/J.0/.  Oct  6? 
which  changed  the  order  of  the  paragraphs  in  Para  5b(2),  Page  3, 

USiU'.V  itogulation  525-15- 

(2)  Paragraph  2b(l)(b)  and  (c).  Page  13,  Search  and  kescuo 

Procedures  for  Downed  ..ircraft.  Search  and  no  s  cue  (S..u)  procedures 
were  established  by  17th  ,.vi  .tion  Group  Itegulntion  95-10,  12 
lovember  1969.  --  Group  level  Search  and  itescue  unit  is  considered 

impractical  due  to  limited  personnel  and  aircraft  assets.  Siui  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  unit  to  which  the  mission  aircraft  is 
assigned.  Group  Headquarters  assists  by  providing  assets  from  other 
units  to  participate  in  the  overall  search  clan. 

(3)  Paragraph  2b(2)(c),  Page  14,  Installation  of  i\T-28ls. 

This  problem  is  b^ing  solved  and  the  necessary  coni, and  action  has 
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ivVU.Cu-tC  23  nuvernbor  1969 

LUBJiXT:  Op.ivtio.nl  neport  lessons  i^  .r  id  of  <.2>rd  -.vi.tioM 
Battalion  (Combat.)  l'er  Period  e.ndin-;  J'  (  ctober  1369, 
uCb  CbrCu-65  (kl)  (U) 

been  initiated  at  higher  headqunrt,. rs.  ..11  major  con.,  .ari-is  an.  im- 
plenientatin6  the  us*-  of  DELiOk  <  -quipneii'. . 

(4)  Paragraph  2b(3)j  Pag.  14,  Installation  ol  XI  .-76  ..nti- 
Qscillati.ag  honoscopos .  User  t-st  feriod  was  cor.pieteu  tn>  ..ad  of 
Oct  6?.  Issue  of  the  .cionoscopes  is  oas  d  on  L^..vV  ..essag.  'jh)JU, 

25  i la,'.  I960  which  Set  the  basis  ol'  isru..  it  10  X  :-7 6  i-.r  company. 

(5)  Paragraph  2b(6),  rip  19,  Command  rui  Control  cvm  Contact 
Situation.  !on-coucur.  Despite  a:  .  nr-. if  confusion  'it,  an  "in  con¬ 
tact"  call,  tlere  is  a  procodur .  tint  c  n  o..  util  iu  d.  Il  tin.  re 

is  a  C4C  ship  ov^r  the  nr  a  all  oth,r  nircrait  should  re  [/art  in  on 
the  appropriate  frequency  for  instructions .  other  aircraft  not 
directly  involved  should  remain  at  nr.pr print.  altitud  s  and  out 
of  the  contact  art- a.  If  a  Tactical  drier.;... icy  (TAC-E)  is  decjamd 
there  are  adequate  procedures  stated  in  At.pe-ndix  3,  to  Annex  A, 

17th  Aviation  Group  (Combat)  LOP. 

(6)  Paragraph  2c  (1)  (a),  Page  Id,  Ao-.-.  n:.tm~  aim.  Conm  lor 

Out  of  Country  Schools,  accountin',  ciasr.  cod.,  x  ar.  tnerhoned  to 
the  17th  Avn  Gp.  from  the  1st  Avn  Pd.  p;  roxi. .  .:.  iv  seven  days  prior 
to  the  school  starting  date.  The  c  dm  ir .  t.L.  phon.a  to  th.  units 
which  must  publish  and  mail  ccpi  ?  -f  tn  ir.iilvi  iuals  erders  te  th-. 
Tri-Lervice  Ai'CO  by  1200  r.ours  .  :  y  ;  r.u nil ng  t-n..  e  .rartur-e  date. 

FOrt  Tlid  CO, I jeOEu: 


/ 

r 


.  L.iiG  L. 


CPT,  ALA 
Adjutant 


-  e  il  9  /  , 


U.O 


CF: 

223rd  Ad(C) 
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j^rV.—  iC-i.-LiT  (19  -ov  C/j  2d  Ind  loj 

jv.i:  .Gi:  Operational  Rerort  Lesoons  Learned  of  223u  Aviation 
nattaaion  LC-inbttJ  1  or  Period  iii.dir.j/  31  Gctuoer  1969, 

KGS  ei.-'on-G5  (Hi)  (Li) 

an.,  i.oaa..uarLcr a,  1  rGead  Force  V-.eLne:,.,  itPO  96350 

..o:  Co.  ..iJiuinjj  General,  1st.  au  ition  brijsde,  «i  0  yt'jck 

1.  lb)  Trd-S  i.  mq  .uarters  has  ev  .aia  eu  su  eject  GunL  and  forwarding 
indorsement  and  concurs,  ace-pt  as  i.  aa cased  ~elow. 

1.  10)  i.'.iei  ence  .  ara  ikla;  {uj:  ei.  a6  ..ov  69  u.is  neaa  .,  sartors  -uv.  ...a 
Avri  ap  (Co:)  of  s!.u  ..a  sic  oocnriiv  .  e^uir*-  ..cuts  for  safopuardir.r  .  . 

parked  at  i».s  ;c  .re  airf.ei.as,  a  n-.i.  tinea  in  c’mnge  C  to  aj...  v.  ..dj.,.  Lu, 

Giu i  aC  ox  re  cti  ve  oOiaO.  l/i. 


£  NOl.* 

!•  '  G 

ASSi 


CF: 

1-  GO,  17th  Aw,  Gp  (Get) 

1  -  GC,  ..a3d  Avr.  on  (Gbt) 
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AVHAG‘J-0  (5  -.ov  G'j)  j  Ind 

GUI', XT?  1  Omrutionrl  .Croat  .  i‘  -l1  ::  ..vi  t .  ::  ■  t  (Jc.  •>  ,  '■ 

I' < •  J'ioti  Lnuiiv;  pi  vote:.  !  ,*e#  •,  v . r,..-  (  .3  ;  tu ) 


TABU:  Con.  an  A  n, :  Central, 

a  0  •■jG-yi'j 

Connuindcr-in-Ci.ii -f,  United  bt..t'r.  .  nerfin, 

A  0  96550 

'!0:  Aosi  stant  Chic;’  o Jt.-.iT  fen  .-oner  v  o  ..  nt , 

Army,  Aashinyton,  j.O.  2  A1C 

Is  (U )  This  he.  Jnuui'tcrr  .as  revit  •.:<  ,  .  sh,;  •;  .at 
tiu  contents  as  indorse .  c;.cc  >t  ..u  •  <  low. 


171" 


2.  (C)  The  iol  1  owiny  ad  .itionai  cc:  <  nt:-  arc  oer.si  .  a  <n.  :>•  rtman 

a.  Parayrapi.s  lb(l )  nit  (., ),  ■  i,  A.cu:  -.5  tie;  .  ••>•  . :  at) 

shoitaycc.  The  17th  Aviation  Cr  (  a . : : : ;  t;  r*  ec-iv-  :  a.  .  '•  it 

cimr.  of  all  IiGC's  report'  u  as  cxi.  .  ml  ;..»ori  by  1 1 : •  •  .  ,  ;A  Avi-  ti 

Alt  lion  (C'oubat ).  Tin.  short  ye  of  i _ C  a  .1  C  »• .  .ie.nl  .  ..  t 

only  bo  partially  cor.  ctod  at  A. in  h'..-n  -;it  t  0.  1  .t  ..v  ti  . 

Bri  tide  ins  receiv d  a  total  of  rir.  .'IB'.'  '  urn;  tn-  art  .a  a; 

t\:o  of  ;;!iich  verc  assigned  to  tin.  1','t,.  .-.'.A  ior.  Jro  v ,  j:,,!;,;  ) , 
the  cane  90  day  period,  tin.  2?th  •■'.  n  tie..  Z r.r.tp  (.tXnbnt  ,  :  .  ,•  .  1 
heavy  rotational  lor-"  ..  .  In  a::  «.1V-  rt  r tin. Ay  .  A  vi  tm 

short uc<-',  this  hoaaqunrt r;;  A.n  a:;.  ;  v.  ■  .  -ty  •.  .'  'fi-.i  .  (Ae 

Co.'Tir.r.t'in)  inputs  to  t.hc  l'/'tii  ..viat i  r.  j. (Jc:..L.t  /  . 


b.  Paraym.ph  lc  (5,(4^,  5»  ruv.vai  ;  .  ov  1 

17th  iiv  ration  ',rou  (Coiawit )  0  t  t  n:A 

equitable  share  ui*  bri  • .  0  alloml  tor.:; ,  a:  .  .',  a.! 

report  illy  period.  bavin,;  receive  1  0  .n  si-otan  an.  .ala,: 
■/2  trained  survival  person  .<  1  Ancon  t  Ay!  ..viati  r.  a.i 
far  above  the  briyuiie  ave  ..ye  in  school  mn_.r  :  ; .  ..  ■  .. . 


c.  Parnyranh  If  (4),  ]X./<  9,  .v-  n-  user.  eor;r..i,  ;  ^,-1  .rrrn . 

Concur,  1st  Aviation  Bri, vide  ;  •  s.  .  e,  .iVA.JB-i.  Oa}7.4,  •  ■  ! 

her  1969.  sub.iects  Inspection  of  C-.L  Aircraft  a.i:;  Ban A  .  •  J- 

•a roll 01.  an  .'..'cot'.  ..-at  a  t  ran. 

Prevent -Vo  ..list  rrncc  2-  _.  J  ic. 


icl.cts,  cited  ti; 


be  no.  iA mc-d 


sane 


the  nc:;t 
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n  vr 

, 

L.  •  • 
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.  ’  i 
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j  *.  :n  r,j  z.  t  ^  c?  d 
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yo 
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i  / 

ci 
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IX  t  / 
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r,  Q,u_ 

s 

.  nr; 

.  t  i  ,r. . 

( 

3.  Pn 

•/an 

h  1.  (; 

,0 

\ 

■ 

ere  1 

T 

1 

an-  rir. 

in/ 

tal_a 

tion  of  sec 

■  r  v  _ 

oqui 

nent 

is. 

ni r 

CIS  ft 

Cil 

in:/ 

■cure 

.  *  1 

.•field: 

;.  This, 

hear 

quartern  i:. 

sue::  .. 

instruction 


■  ir:  c-nisanin..'1.  with  Cc.LiJC.  AOV  .  ;ai  fines  an  15  October  I l'>J; 


(1st  Aviation  Bri  ;a.c-  s-  a.;<-  2J1~C-C() ,  subject:  IL I-Tv_.lt  physical  .Jo'."  sity 
Controls),  .'ho  sc:::.;,  c  s,  ta  1  d  that  oquiitMenl,  can  bo  i.  :;tal  on  in  .ires;.':, 
as  si, rs.-.d  to  as.  in:. mu:-"  ui.  r* ; * *l'l  so  lo.-.,;  as  certain  requirements  out  in  d 
tho  -ein  .ore  .  ..into  all  ai remit  withi..  she  1st  Aviation  Bri,  true  tall 
within  tins  v'i-.u:-  ...  at.  ,  t:.<-  :r  -  equipment  should  bo  installed  in 
aircraft  a-von  tr.au  hi  nr.s  i  i\>  :  o  incocv.ro  airfields. 

f.  Paragraph  lh.(  )(b),  pa  -o  11,  '..incus re:.  CY-1  ZYS  secure  v  -ice  edi¬ 
fications.  Due  to  tin  tine  :•<  oil  re  f.  r  0,-1  :  .odifi  ..at  ion  in  .LVN,  a 
site  t.'n'jc  of  c  r.trol  h'.a.is  and  iH.rji.ts  ai.d  insuf.  icier.-  ;;ur.tifi-  at  ion  fox' 

•  ccure  voice  on  0V--  Missions,  UbABV  position  is  not  to  modify  these  air¬ 
craft  in  country.  This  situation  should  bo  corrector  as  additional 
control  heads  and  mounts  b-  cone  avaiiabl  . 


.  Paray.aph  2b(l),  pace  lp,  a  is  cue  son  difficu  ties  in  search  rr.d 

rescue  opc.utions  anti  p a.  occs  organisin',  a  s  ccial  unit  to  perform  .his 

function.  Neither  operati  nai  com .itments  nor  aviation  assets  permit 
such  an  organisation.  Prior  tc  initiating  search  and  rescue,  responsible 
con. raiders  shoul..  yivc-  a  ilctailed  briefin';  on  '.dial  is  required  and  areas 
to  b>-  cover!. d.  une  c.,nt  Tallin, 1  a.  cncy  must  be  designated  to  insure 
continuity  of  effort.  Aviation  personnel  shoul j  be  trained  in  proper 
search  and  rescue  procedures  so  ill  t  a  portion  of  an  ets  or  an  entire 
unit  can  be  diverted  for  thin  type  Mission  on  short  notice. 

h.  Paragraph  2b(4),  p.  ;•<  14,  discusses  a  s  orta.ye  of  ..-1A  aviators. 

This  headquarters  is  aware  of  the  r-roblcn  and  :>ro^rams  U-1A  aviators 

against  the  t  o  subordinate  aviation  proups  which  have  U-lxf  companies. 
Coordination  with  UISAHV  discloses  that  com  ensurate  with  rani:  structure, 
all  but  two  U-1A  aviators  h  vc  bo- n  pro, "rant cd  into  U-1A  units  over  the 
past  five  months. 


i.  Paragraph  2c(l),  rape  1  ,  uis  usscs  late  submission  of  accountin'; 
classification  codes  for  out-of-country  survival  schools,.  This  hcadquarte 
recognizes  tiie  shortcomings  of  present  procedures  and  provides  c  ntinuous 
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AVMGC-0 

B.BJUCl':  Operational  i.oport  ot  PC ’.d  ..v i 
Period  .-ndin;;  >i  Gct.>b<  r  ’  o  ', 

coordination  with  Ui...;7  in  an  at  .<  iu 


I  7  i"  °  m 

fat;.  i  (ocai)'  ./  lor 
-  (  .1 }  (i, 


a.l  evial' 


.. .  :.n--  :  ri. 


procedures  should  rovidc  the:  e  <r*i<  ::  no  1  :.<-r  l.nr.  * < -n  ay:  -rior 
the  cln.cn  startiry;  (into.  LCA..7  xs  atl<  .  ••  .i  ti  .;b  .a  in  n  r  ;><  x.t.v 
classification  couc  which  wil.  roe  u  .i  A:  tare  .rob!  .  nr. 


j.  Para, ;raph  2o,  n  o  it,  iiscusr.er:  n intin  •  ac  -e...  ,ry  ■  min. 
ointc  on  : 1-1 340-61  engines.  lioneor.rrr.  .'no  .-ei^ivnl  of  t  •  .aint  1'r  . 
the  accessory  mount  in,';  nointc  on  t..«-  ..-l;..!  -nl  engine  in  not  non  n  •  : . 
By  paintin/j  the  mount  in,1;  points,  the  ov  r.'.nul  facility  no.;:  ruvi.o. 
best  corrosion  preventative  avail;:,  c.  Cinr.e  aii  ace":  u .  y  r i'.n 
blios  have  internal  seals  to  prevent  oil  .  a.:ar,e,  t.e  t  L.ma  :  1 

between  the  assembly  and  the  mo -.ait  in"  •><  in  .  io<  noth!;..'  i..ur-  th  .n  re 
r.etal  to  metal  contact,  friction  dona.  an  ./  r  mgs:  ibio  corrosion, 
unit  lias  been  advised  to  .  .i.; continue  t'.»e  -racti  :•  of  mov.Ln, ;  ti.o  ala 
from  accessory  mountin';  •oints. 

FOR  Bill  COKJdDRRj 


Cy  of  >d  Lnu  Fum; 

CO  223d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 


ARTHl’R  W/iXITLE 


CRT  A(»( 


Asst  AG. 
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AVHGC-DST  (5  Not  c>9)  4th  ind 

bUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFQR-65  (R2)  (U) 

HEADQUARTER^,  UNITED  BTATob  ARMX,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1 .  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  October  1969  from  Head¬ 
quarters,  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  and  comments  of  indorsing 
headquarters . 

2.  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Search  and  Rescue  Procedures  for 
Downed  Aircraft",  page  13,  paragraph  2b( 1 ) ;  1st  indorsement,  paragraph 
2b(2);  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2g^  concur  with  Indorsements.  UbARV 
letter,  AVHAV-OPT,  27  Nov  69,  subject:  Search  and  Rescue  -  Southeast 
Asis,  provided  information  to  all  aviators  concerning  capabilities  of 
the  search  and  rescue  resources  controlled  by  the  Joint  Rescue  Control 
Center  (JRCC).  Maximum  utilization  should  be  made  of  these  dedicated 
assets. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Installation  of  XM-76  .Anti-Oscillating 
Monoscopos" ,  page  14,  paragraph  2b(3),  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph 
2b(4);  concur  with  1st  Indorsement.  The  XM-76  was  procured  under  ENSURE 
request  244  and  the  B01  has  been  established  as  10  pier  Reconnaissance 
Airplane  Company. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  "Shortage  of  School-Trained  U-1A 
Aviators",  piage  14,  paragraph  2b(4) ,  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2h; 
concur  with  3d  Indorsement.  A  check  with  the  USARV  AG  (Aviator  Assign¬ 
ments)  reveals  that  USARV  is  currently  short  17  U-1A  aviators. 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  "Command  and  Control  Over  Contact 
Situations",  p»ge  15,  paragraph  2b(6),  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph 
2b ( 5 ) ;  concur  with  1st  Indorsement.  Action  by  higher  headquarters  is 
not  required. 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  "Tactical  Flight  Following",  piage  16, 
paragraph  2b(7);  concur.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  pxLace  flight  fol¬ 
lowing  radio  transmitters  and  receivers  on  high  terrain  because  of  the 
physical  security  problems  associated  with  such  locations.  Every  attempt 
is  made  to  locate  these  stations  to  provide  the  maximum  possible  coverage 
to  aircraft  operation  within  the  flight  following  station's  area  of 
responsibility.  In  the  absence  of  coverage,  the  action  taken  by  the 
unit  is  the  best  solution  to  the  problem. 


AVHGC-DST  (5  Nov  69)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

f.  Reference  item  concerning  "Accounting  Class  Codes  for  Out  of 
Country  Schools",  page  16,  paragraph  2c(l);  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph 
2b(6);  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2i;  concur.  Funding  codes  accompany 
school  quotas.  Both  are  obtained  and  dispatched  by  USARV  Aviation  on  a 
monthly  basis,  normally  by  the  15th  of  the  proceeding  month. 

g.  Reference  item  concerning  "M01  Course  for  IP/SIP's",  page  17, 
paragraph  2c(2);  nonconcur  with  the  recomnendation.  Concur  with  the 
command  action.  Each  SIP  should  be  conducting  M01  instruction  with 
the  IP's  under  his  supervision.  The  standardization  guides  specify 
to  the  IP/SIP's  the  standards  which  must  be  met. 

h.  Reference  item  concerning  "The  Painting  of  Accessory  Counting 
Points",  page  18,  paragraph  2e,  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2j; 

concur  with  3d  Indorsement.  Action  by  higher  headquarters  is  not  required. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  furn: 
223d  CAB 
1st  Avn  Bde 


2  (c 


GPOP-DT  (5  Nov  69)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ  223d  Aviation  Balt  a  1  i  on  (Co -Tat.  )  i  or 

Period  Ending  31  October  196V,  KCS  CSFOK-65  (Ri  )  ( U ) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  i6;5d 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  L»e  ve  i  up. net. t  ,  Ji  pa  :  l  ;:a  r  l  ot  t  n  •  ■ 

Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorse  1. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


Aijt  AO 
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